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February 11,2012

Erik Morrison, Paralegel Specialist

Complaints Examination and

Legal Administration

Federal Election Commission

999 E Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: P-MUR 524; Respondent Debra Doherty

Dear Mr. Morrison: T
This firm represents Debra A. Doherty in the abqvg referenced matter which 1§

currently being considered by the: Federal Election éommission. On or about Aupust

25, 2011, Ms. Doherty received a letter from Jeff S. Jordan, Supervisory Attomey,

Complaints Examination & Legal Administration Section that stated, among other things,

that:

You have been identified for potentially making unauthorized disbursements in
violation of the Act. While you acted as the treasurer for the Official 12th Dist Dgm
Party you may have made 6 unauthorized withdrawals of committee funds totali
$14,500 over a period of 12 months ($4,500 was refunded during that periad feaving
a net amount owed of $10,000); hid your actions from the Official 12th Dist Dem
Party and the Commission by failing to disclose the withdrawals on reports you -
prepared and submitted to the Commission; and you may have failed to file two
election reports with the Commission.

This leuzr 1s in response to the complamt filed in the above-noted matter and 8

forth the reasons why the Comnussnon should take no action.
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BACKGROUND:

Debra A. Doherty is a 54 year old single woman with a background in acoomiting

 Ttwas during this period thatshe was asked if she would be. mteresteq{,ma
volunteering as treasurer of the 12% District Democratic Party. - - Liyedup
o .'
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It was then that Ms. Doherty deluded herself to believe tbat she could

“borrow” funds on a short term basis and apply those funds toward her pressmg and

immediate financial needs. Ms. Doherty’s incapacity to recognize the grhv:ty and re%.h
of her decision and her inability to cope with the ordinary demands of hfe caused hert'@ol .
misappropriate money in her custody and control without authonzauon ? nght ta . :- |
THE COMMISSION SHOULD NOT PURSUE ENFORCEMENT ACT : N:
The Respondent respectfully requests that the Commission tal_;ce into accbum the .
following factors in determining not to pursue and enforcement eetioin': o :

I) The small dollar amount at issue; . Lo wio

2) The Respondent has taken substantive corrective ecuons, ; < _ A; b
et

DL S
3) The strong likelihood that the actions of Respondent wxll not be; repeated andi
i ‘ i. [ TRt .:. H

4) The mitigating circumstances ) ) {: .
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While the evidence may be sufﬁclent to, support a reason to belleve 'fmdingthe o
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violation is minor and the dollar amoun&e are small Further, the Respondent’ls famnly lgni,i
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fully repaid all of the funds alleged -Z have been mlsapproptlated. In addmon. the..

Respondent is no longer in her previ

Democratic Party and will never ag

This is a unique case and a

alleged conduct is not sufficient toqu'tify the likely cost and difﬁcult')li of an investigatio

i l['to'
ition,

determine whether there is probable

even if the evidence is sufficient to st

and will not be repeated.

Thank you in advance for, yTxr consxderatlon and thought.ﬁﬂ attent,lon to tlus

ious position as velunteer treasurer mth the 12“' Dls
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inbeina posmon to engage in any prohlbned activaty.

c;'.iSmissal is appropriate since the seriousness _df the

fmse to bélieve & violation in fa;:t occurred. In ad_d
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matter and please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questxons or tequq'c

additiona] documentation or clarification on any issue herein.

Most mcerely, .

pport a reason fto believe ﬁndiné the violation.is minor




